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New Displacement in Kachin: Severe clashes      
occurred between the Myanmar military and Kachin 
Independence Army (KIA) in Hpakant Township in 
non-government controlled areas of Kachin State. 
Fierce fighting broke out around Aung Bar Lay, Kansi, 
Tang Gawng and Hway Hkar areas. The conflict        
displaced more than 1,400 people from Aung Bar Lay 
village and areas surrounding Kansi village.             
WFP stood ready to provide assistance to the newly         
displaced but access to Kansi by international            
organisations was possible. Nevertheless, General                     
Administration Department (GAD) as well as local 
NGOs - Karen Baptist Convention (KBC), Karuna      
Myanmar Social Services (KMSS) and Myanmar Red 
Cross (MRC) - managed to deliver two-month food 
rations and non-food items to 1,047 IDPs from Aung 
Barli and surrounding areas. Some 1,000 villagers   
resident in Kansi did not receive any food as they 
were not considered refugees by the Government. In 
the meantime, KMSS also provided food assistance to 
both existing 2,761 and new 161 IDPs, who arrived in 
Lone Khin from Kansi. WFP coordinated with KMSS 
by supplementing their food assistance with pulses 
and blended food. The resumption of hostilities        
represented a serious deterioration in the overall   
humanitarian situation in Kachin State. 

REACH mission in Myanmar: From 15-24 January, a 
Renewed Efforts Against Child Hunger and                  
Undernutrition (REACH) exploratory mission took 
place in Yangon and Naypyidaw. Two representatives 
from the REACH Global Secretariat in Rome and one 
International Facilitator from Nepal visited Myanmar 
at the invitation of the representatives of the four      
signatory agencies (FAO, UNICEF, WFP, WHO) of the 
REACH initiative, expressing their commitment to 
support the Government through REACH. The mission 
held consultative meetings with the Government and 
different nutrition stakeholders to discuss nutrition 
governance and provided recommendations on the 
relevance of REACH support in Myanmar. In order to 
support and strengthen the nutrition governance in 
the country, stakeholders and the mission team 
agreed to proceed with an intense engagement of 
REACH through two facilitators until the end of 2016. 
A Country Implementation Plan (CIP) was developed 
to enable the Government to adopt the REACH         
approach. The REACH engagement in Myanmar will 
be funded by the Government of Canada. 
 

Suspension of School Feeding: Due to funding 
shortfalls, WFP school feeding with take-home rice 
rations (THR) has remained suspended since             
November 2014. This measure has affected 174,000 
children and their family members, also benefiting 
from THR in the poorest rural areas of Magway, 
Rakhine, Shan and Wa, which have the lowest food 
security and education indicators. Following the       
suspension of THR, a 20 percent attendance drop was 
reported in several schools in northern Rakhine. As of 
January 2015, because of continued gaps in funding 
and prioritisation of life-saving activities for IDPs, 
WFP was also forced to     suspended in-school feeding 
with high-energy biscuits (HEB) for additional 58,000 
schoolchildren in Chin, Magway and Shan. School 
feeding acts as incentive for school attendance and 
enrolment. WFP continues working with partners to 
secure sufficient funding, which would enable           
resumption of school feeding at the start of the new 
academic year in July 2015.  

J
a
n

u
a
r
y
-F

e
b

r
u

a
r
y
 2

0
1

5
 |

 O
p

e
r
a
ti

o
n

a
l 

R
e
p

o
r
t 

 M
y
a
n

m
a
r
 

Resource Situation: WFP Myanmar is currently 
facing a shortfall of US$49 million in order to              
resume school feeding  activities as well as to meet       
life-saving relief food assistance for IPDs and all     
other needs through December 2015. Food pipeline 
breaks in the country are expected from May 2015. 
New contributions are required as soon as possible,         
considering the lead time for procurement and        
delivery of food.  
 
In February 2015, WFP received a timely contribution 
of CHF 2.4 m (US$2.5 m) from Switzerland in  support 
of its activities in Myanmar. The top five funding 
sources to WFP in Myanmar are USA, Japan, EU,      
Australia and Switzerland.  



Contact us: 
wfpmyanmar.pi@wfp.org 

Response to Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs): 
WFP continued providing life-saving food assistance to 
IDPs in Rakhine, Kachin and northern Shan. WFP’s IDP 
response constituted the bulk of its activities in            
Myanmar, reaching some 215,000 IDPs. Throughout 
2014, WFP reconfirmed its status of the only                  
international humanitarian actor in the country,             
delivering 100 percent uninterrupted food assistance in 
Rakhine State since the breakout of the conflict in 2012. 
Also, WFP successfully launched a pilot project,      
providing combined cash and food assistance (rice     
only) to 603 IDPs in two camps in northern Shan State. 
 
Food Security and Poverty Surveys: Following the 
success of the Dry Zone survey in 2013, WFP, at the    
request of the Government, conducted food security 
and poverty estimation surveys in Ayeryarwaddy,     
Bago, Chin, Kachin, Magway, Sagaing, Shan and Yangon. 
The results of the surveys would be primarily used by 
the Ministry of Livestock, Fisheries and Rural               
Development to support the design of rural poverty 
alleviation strategies and could serve as basis for        
generating a country food security and poverty atlas. 
WFP is currently looking for funding partners to       
conduct the surveys remaining in Mon, Kayah, Kayin, 
Tanintharyi and Rakhine.   
 
Emergency Response Measures: In 2014, WFP        
enhanced its collaboration with the  Ministry of Social 
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement so as to enhance       
national preparedness systems in view of frequent    
natural disasters. The collaboration between the        
Ministry and WFP aimed at facilitating response to fast 
onset emergencies, e.g. through approval for               
importation of logistical equipment and organization of 
logistics capacity assessment. WFP further enhanced 
collaboration with UNICEF under the “Strengthening 
Humanitarian Preparedness in High Risk Countries” 
joint project funded by the UK. 
 
Opening of Mawlamyine Sub-Office: In May 2014, 
WFP opened a new sub-office, in Mawlamyine, Mon 
State, also covering Kayin and Tanintharyi. The new 
office aimed to assist the most vulnerable populations 
in conflict-affected areas in the Southeast. Its strategic 
location is also instrumental for WFP capacity building 
efforts with the Government for cyclone emergency and 
disaster preparedness and response. 

 

Closure of Laukai Sub-Office: Through its sub-office 
in Laukai,  WFP started providing  food assistance to 
the most vulnerable populations in Kokang region in 
2003. Based on assessments, which showed that the 
livelihood opportunities of the majority of the              
population had improved, WFP started phaseout from 
Kokang and closed Laukai sub-office in December 2014. 
From its Lashio area office, WFP would continue 
providing nutrition assistance to pregnant and        
nursing mothers, children under 2, and food-by-
prescription for people living with HIV and TB clients.   
 
Local Procurement: Almost 95 percent of WFP food 
distributed in Myanmar in 2014 was procured locally. 
Local procurement supported agricultural development,  
injecting US$21 million (out of which US$8 million in 
Rakhine only) to the local and national economy,          
provided operational flexibility and allowed to better 
plan, save on transportation costs and minimise delays 
in food deliveries. For beneficiaries, local procurement 
ensured sufficient nutritional intake to meet their basic 
food needs without altering food consumption habits. 

 WFP food distribution in an IDP camp, Pauktaw, Rakhine State 

WFP MYANMAR 2014 HIGHLIGHTS 

Partnerships: In 2014, partnerships were crucial 
for WFP's work in Myanmar. In support of the country's 
multi-facetted and rapid transition process, WFP        
enhanced its capacity development efforts with the    
Government. A Letter of Agreement was signed           
with the Ministry of Livestock, Fisheries and                            
Rural Development, formalising the cooperation.                      
An agreement was also signed with the Ministry of 
Health on the implementation of food assistance to     
multi-drug resistant TB clients on treatment.                 
Engagement with the Ministry of Education was also 
strengthened. In 2014, the development of National    
Educational Strategic Plan (NESP) 2014-2021 provided 
the opportunity to discuss nationalising of WFP school 
feeding and extending it to the entire  country. WFP 
continued cooperation with FAO, UNICEF and WHO, 
supporting the launch of Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) in 
Myanmar. FAO and WFP also established jointly the 
Food Security Sector and joined forces in supporting 
the Government’s leadership in launching the Zero     
Hunger Challenge in Myanmar.  WFP activities in 2014 
were carried out through partnerships with coopering       
partners* and voluntarily funded by Australia, Canada, 
EU, Japan, Luxembourg, Switzerland, UK, USA, UN CERF 
as well as Japan Association for WFP, Unilever, US 
Friends of WFP and Yum!Brands. 

*ACF, ACRD, ADRA, AHRN, AMDA, AYO, CARD, CDN, GREEN, IOM, HPA, KMSS, 

Malteser, MAM, MDM, MHDO, MSF-CH, MSF-H, MHAA, NAG, NCV, OISCA,          

Partners, PC, PU-AMI, REAM, Save the Children, TDH-IT, Union, and World Vision. 

 


